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Potential Funding Sources
The Township should explore all potential funding sources and apply for funding as often as possible. An application that 
is rejected one year may still be accepted in future years.

The following is a list of known potential funding sources as previously listed, along with descriptions and program 
requirements, and contact information: 

FUNDING SOURCES FOR MATERIALS AND/OR CONSTRUCTION

Funding Source Background

 

Sponsored by: 
Mantis Awards for 
Community and Youth 
Gardens

Each year, Mantis presents the Mantis Awards for charitable and educational garden 
projects that enhance the quality of life in their host communities. The National Gardening 
Association (NGA) selects 25 outstanding applicants to receive Mantis tiller/cultivators.

Any nonprofi t garden program may apply. In the past, winners have included schools, 
churches, correctional facilities, parks departments, youth camps, community gardens, 
and many others. These are groups turning slim resources into bountiful gardens with 
far-reaching benefi ts, from increasing their community’s access to fresh nutritious foods 
to educating the public about the importance of gardening in our nation’s history. 

Eligibility Requirements: Applicants must:
operate a charitable or educational program that is not for profi t � 
not offer the tiller as a prize for fundraising (e.g., auction or raffl e) � 

There are two ways to apply.
E-mail Attachment (Preferred method).  Download and save the application 1. 
(Microsoft Word document) to your computer and complete the application. 
(Application available via website.)  E-mailed applications must be received no later 
than noted due date. 
Print and Mail.  Complete the application using a 10-point or larger font, then print 2. 
the application.  Mail application and materials to Mantis (address is provided on 
application). 

Note: Mailed applications must be postmarked no later than noted due date.

Award Packages: 25 programs will each receive a Mantis Tiller/Cultivator with border/
edger and kickstand, and their choice of gas-powered 2-cycle engine or electric motor. 

Contact Information: Visit website
Website: http://www.kidsgardening.com/grants/mantis.asp

Funding Source Background

USDA Forest Service Wood 
in Transportation

Agency: U.S. Department of 
Agriculture

To develop structures that showcases wood in transportation technology and provides 
useful design and cost information to potential users throughout the country. The use of 
locally available wood species not traditionally used for bridge construction is preferred.  
Applicants should submit a site plan and construction drawings prepared by a registered 
professional engineer. Sketch drawings are adequate at the time of application if detailed 
drawings are not available. 

Use of Funds: Requires minimum of 50% match from local project sponsor. USDA 
grant amounts are limited to $20,000 for pedestrian bridges and $150,000 for vehicular 
bridges. Other federal funds cannot be used as the applicant's match.



Contact Information: Northeastern Area - State and Private Forestry (DE, MD, NJ, OH, PA, WV)
Mr. Ed Cesa, USDA Forest Service, 180 Canfi eld St., Morgantown, WV 26505
Phone: (304) 285-1530, Fax: (304) 285-1564

Website: http://www.fs.fed.us/na/wit/

Funding Source Background

Sponsored by:
National Tree Trust

Program Goals: This program provides tree seedlings for planting on roadsides, 
highways, or land under the jurisdiction of any federal, state, municipal, or transportation 
authority.

Program Restrictions: Limitations include a minimum of 100 trees to a maximum 
of 10,000 trees. All trees delivered must be planted, and only volunteers may do the 
planting. The trees must be planted on public property.

Use of Funds or Support: Monetary grants are provided to local tree-planting 
organizations that support volunteer planting and education efforts throughout the United 
States.

Contact Information: Todd Nelson, 1120 G Street, Suite 770, Washington, DC 20005
Phone: 1-800-846-8733

Website: http://www.nationaltreetrust.org

Funding Source Background

Community Development 
Block Grants (CDBG)

Agency: U.S. Department 
of Housing and Urban 
Development

Program Goals: To provide a fl exible source of annual grant funds for local governments 
nationwide: funds that they, with the participation of local citizens, can devote to the 
activities that best serve their own particular development priorities, provided that these 
projects either 1) benefi t low and moderate income persons; 2) prevent or eliminate 
slums or blight; or 3) meet other urgent community development needs.

Program Restrictions: Low and moderate income persons (generally defi ned as 
members of a family earning no more than 80% of the area's median income) benefi t 
most directly and most often from CDBG funds for activities that principally benefi t low 
and moderate income persons.

Use of Funds or Support: Building public facilities and improvements, such as streets, 
sidewalks, sewers, water systems, community and senior citizen centers, and recreational 
facilities. There are other possible uses of funds that do not relate to parks and recreation.

Contact Information: Venango County CDBG
Venango County Courthouse

Funding Source Background

Community Improvement 
Grants

Agency: Pennsylvania Urban 
and Community Forestry 
Department

Program Goals: Focus is to support "greening" partnerships linking grassroots 
organizations, local community groups, and natural resource experts in support of 
community resource and natural resource management.

Use of Funds or Support: Encourages partnerships with and between diverse 
organizations and groups. Supports local improvement projects, tree planting projects in 
parks, greenbelts, schools, and community public spaces.



Contact Information: Penn State Cooperative Extension, 867 Mercer Road, Franklin, PA 16323-3545
Phone: (814) 437-7607

Website: http://venango.extension.psu.edu

Funding Source Background

Land and Water 
Conservation Fund (LWCF) 
Grants

Agency: Pennsylvania 
Department of Conservation 
and Natural Resources

Program Goals: To provide park and recreation opportunities to residents throughout the 
United States, to allow communities to acquire and build a variety of park and recreation 
facilities, including trails. Funds are annually distributed by the National Park Service 
through the Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and Natural Resources (DCNR).

Program Restrictions: Communities must match LWCF grants with 50% of the local 
project costs through in-kind services or cash. All projects funded by the LWCF grants 
must be exclusively for recreation purposes, into perpetuity. Grants are administered 
through the DCNR Community Conservation Partnerships Program (C2P2).

Use of Funds or Support: Planning and investment in an existing park system.

Contact Information: Kim McCullough, PA DCNR, Northwest Region Field Offi ce, 230 Chestnut Street, 
Meadville, PA 16335
Phone: (814) 332-6190

Website: http://www.dcnr.state.pa.us

Funding Source Background

KaBOOM!
(National Non-profi t)

Program Goals: To bring together people, community organizations, and businesses, to 
develop safe, healthy, and much-needed playgrounds.

Use of Funds or Support: Leveraged spending power with well-established companies 
in the play equipment industry. Also, corporate and foundation support that can include 
volunteers and technical resources.

Contact Information: 2213 M Street NW, Suite 300, Washington, DC 20037, Phone: (202) 659-0215
Website: http://www.kaboom.org,



Funding Source Background

National Recreational Trails 
Fund Act (NRTFA)

Agency: PA Department of 
Conservation and Natural 
Resources (DCNR) - 
administered through the 
Community Conservation 
Partnerships Program 
(C2P2)

Program Goals: The recreational trails program provides funds to develop and maintain 
recreational trails for motorized and non-motorized recreational trail use. The program 
funding represents a portion of the revenue received by the Federal Highway Trust Fund 
from the federal motor fuel excise tax paid by users of off-road recreational vehicles.

Program Restrictions: A component of TEA21, matching requirements for the 
Pennsylvania Recreational Trails Program Grants are 80% federal money, up to a 
maximum of $150,000, and 20% non-federal money. However, acquisition projects will 
require a 50/50 match. "Soft match" is permitted from any project sponsor, whether 
private or public money. ("Soft match" includes credit for donations of funds, materials, 
services, or new right-of-way).

Use of Funds or Support: The department must distribute funding among motorized, 
non-motorized, and diverse trail use as follows: 40% minimum for diverse trail 
use, 30% minimum for non-motorized recreation, and 30% minimum for motorized 
recreation. The Commonwealth may also use up to 5% of its funds for the operation 
of educational programs to promote safety and environmental protection related to the 
use of recreational trails. The department will also consider projects that provide for the 
redesign, reconstruction, non-routine maintenance, or relocation of recreational trails to 
benefi t the natural environment.

Contact Information: Kim McCullough, PA DCNR, Northwest Region Field Offi ce, 230 Chestnut Street, 
Meadville, PA 16335
Phone: (814) 332-6190

Website: http://www.dcnr.state.pa.us

Funding Source Background

Pennsylvania Conservation 
Corps

Agency: Pennsylvania 
Department of Labor and 
Industry

Program Goals: This program provides work experience, job training, and educational 
opportunities to young adults while accomplishing conservation, recreation, historic 
preservation, and urban revitalization work on public lands.

Program Restrictions: The project sponsors receive the services of a Pennsylvania 
Conservation Corps crew, fully paid, for one year. Sponsors can also receive up to 
$20,000 for needed materials and contracted services. Sponsors must provide a 25% cash 
match on material and contracted services costs.

Use of Funds or Support: Funds may be used for materials and contracted services 
needed to complete approved projects.

Contact Information: Director, 1304 Labor and Industry Building, 7th and Forester Streets,
Harrisburg, PA 17120
Phone: (717) 783-6385

Website: http://www.dli.state.pa.us



Funding Source Background
Surface Transportation 
Program (STP) Funds

Agency: Department of 
Transportation (PennDOT), 
Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA)

Program Goals: These funds can be used for bicycle and pedestrian facility construction 
or non-construction projects such as brochures, public service announcements, and route 
maps. The projects related to bicycle and pedestrian transportation must be a part of the 
long-range transportation plan. These funds are controlled by the Metropolitan Planning 
Organization (MPO) in the Transportation Improvement Program.

Program Restrictions: Expands STP eligibilities to specifi cally include the following 
[1108(a)]: sodium acetate / format, or other environmentally acceptable, minimally 
corrosive anti-icing and de-icing compositions; programs to reduce extreme cold 
starts; environmental restoration and pollution abatement projects; including retrofi t or 
construction of storm water treatment facilities (limited to 20% of total cost of 3R-type 
transportation projects); natural habitat mitigation, but specifi es that if wetland or natural 
habitat mitigation is within the service area of a mitigation bank, preference will be given 
to use the bank; privately owned vehicles and facilities that are used to provide inter-
city passenger service by bus; modifi cations of existing public sidewalks (regardless 
of whether the sidewalk is on a Federal-aid highway right-of-way), to comply with the 
requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act; infrastructure based intelligent 
transportation system capital improvements.

Use of Funds or Support: Transportation, planning, railroad crossing improvements.
Contact Information: PennDOT District 1-0, 

225 Elm Street, Oil City, PA 16301
Phone: (814) 678-7085

Website: www.dot.state.pa.us

Funding Source Background
Transportation Equity 
Act for the 21st Century 
(TEA21)

Agency: TEA21 / ISTEA

Program Goals: The primary source of federal funding for greenways and trails is 
through the Transportation Equity Act of 1998 (TEA21), formerly the Intermodal 
Surface Transportation Effi ciency Act (ISTEA). ISTEA provided millions of dollars 
in funding for bicycle and pedestrian transportation projects across the country and 
will provide millions more as TEA21. There are many sections of TEA21 that support 
the development of bicycle and pedestrian corridors. The Pennsylvania Department of 
Transportation (PennDOT) can utilize funding from any of these subsets of TEA21 and 
should be contacted for further details.

Use of Funds or Support: Safety and Transportation Enhancements
Contact Information: Southwestern Pennsylvania Commission

Phone: (412) 391-5590
Website: http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/tea21/  (Federal Highway Administration)
Funding Source Background



The Tony Hawk Foundation

Program Goals: The Tony Hawk Foundation seeks to foster lasting improvements in 
society, with an emphasis on helping children. Through grants and other charitable 
donations, the foundation supports programs focusing on the creation of public 
skateboard parks, and other causes. The primary mission of the Tony Hawk Foundation 
is to promote high-quality skateboard parks in low-income areas throughout the United 
States.

Program Restrictions: The Foundation will favor parks that: are designed by qualifi ed 
and experienced skate park contractors; include local skaters in the design process; are 
in low-income areas, or areas with a high population of at risk youths; can demonstrate a 
strong grassroots commitment to the project, particularly in the form of fund-raising by 
local skateboarders and other community groups; have a creative mix of street obstacles 
and transition/vertical terrain; don't require skaters or their parents to sign waivers; 
encourage skaters to look after their own safety and safety of others without restricting 
their access to the park or over-regulating their use of it; are open during daylight hours 
365 days a year; don't charge fees; are in areas that currently have no skateboarding 
facilities.

Use of Funds or Support: To facilitate the design, development, construction, and 
operation of new, quality skateboard parks and facilities. The Foundation may offer 
technical assistance on design and construction, promotion materials, training materials, 
and safety information. The Foundation may also facilitate support from vendors, 
suppliers, and community leaders.

Contact Information: Tony Hawk Foundation, P.O.-Box 1780, El Granada, CA 94018,
Email: Hawkquestions@tonyhawkfoundation.org

Website: http://www.tonyhawkfoundation.org

FUNDING FOR PROGRAMMING AND FOR PROGRAMMING WITH MATERIALS AND CONSTRUCTION



Funding Source Background

nrg Outdoors

nrg Outdoors is an annual program designed to improve outdoor recreation skills, 
promote the use of parks and trails, and improve conservation practices among youth 
and families.  The program equips educators, recreation leaders, and community health 
professionals with the tools and information they need to teach, encourage, and inspire 
youth to:

Become an Outdoor Adventurer – hiking, paddling, biking, fl y fi shing� 
Play Outside - at close to home parks and trails� 
Protect the Environment – leave no trace� 

Every September through October, local partnerships are invited to enroll in the nrg 
Outdoors program as a way to move youth into active outdoor recreation. The free online 
enrollment entitles local organizations to receive a number of program benefi ts and 
access the tools and materials needed to implement the program. 

All registered partnerships receive:
An nrg Outdoors Implementation mini-grant application� 
1 scholarship registration for professional development workshop to teach � 
outdoor recreation skills
5 nrg Outdoors indoor/outdoor signs � 
100 nrg Outdoors decals� 
Access to a central website and a tailored county web page� 
Downloadable templates and materials for nrg Outdoors� 
Technical Assistance via conference call� 
Annual webcast professional development training� 
iConserve PA and Get Outdoors PA Promotional Materials (Sponsored by � 
DCNR)
Applications are available in the late summer. Visit the nrg website for further � 
information.

Contact Information: Visit website
Website: www.nrgoutdoors.org

Funding Source Background

NEA Funds Learning in the 
Arts for Children and Youth 
Grants

The National Endowment for the Arts is committed to inspiring youth through rich 
arts experiences. The Learning in the Arts for Children and Youth grant funds projects 
that help youngsters acquire knowledge and understanding of and skills in the arts. All 
proposed projects must incorporate experience, study, performance and assessment. 
Projects may take place in school or community-based settings. See website for specifi c 
details, and information on various grant opportunities.

Contact Information: National Endowment for the Arts · an independent federal agency
1100 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 
Washington, DC 20506

Website: http://www.arts.gov/grants/apply/GAP09/LITA.html
Funding Source Background



Safe Routes to School 
(SRTS) Academy

Pennsylvania Advocates for Nutrition & Activity (PANA) invites all school, community, 
and municipal professionals to participate in the Safe Routes to School (SRTS) Academy, 
a program that supports the national Safe Routes to School initiative, which aims to 
make walking and biking to school a safer and more appealing transportation alternative 
while encouraging health, physical activity, and safety.

In fall 2007, PennDOT contracted with the Penn State Hershey Center for Nutrition & 
Activity Promotion to develop a statewide SRTS education and technical assistance 
program for the state network PANA. Through PANA, the SRTS Academy seeks to:

Develop local partnerships among education, health, local government, parents, and 1. 
public safety representatives; 
Encourage implementation of supervised walk to school programs (Walking School 2. 
Bus); and
Support the development of physical infrastructure plans for safe walking routes.3. 

The Safe Routes to School Academy is a two-year mini-grant program to support 
partnership development and coordinate planning and evaluation of SRTS efforts around 
schools that include kindergarten through eighth grade. 

Two types of mini-grants are available: 
 The Capacity Building Mini-Grant (total $5,000) includes seed money plus a 1. 
technical assistance provider to guide partnerships through the development of a 
thorough SRTS action plan. 
The Education and Encouragement Mini-Grant (total $5,000) includes seed money 2. 
for communities with an existing basic infrastructure in place that need assistance 
promoting and educating parents, kids, and community members on walking and 
biking to school easily and safely. Applications are due in the fall. View websites for 
further information on SRTS, and PANA programs.

Contact Information: Visit website(s)
Website: http://www.srtsacademy.org/

http://www.panaonline.org/programs/khz/khz_benefi ts.php
Funding Source Background



No Child Left Inside Act

One of the greatest challenges facing current and future generations is to build a 
more sustainable, energy-effi cient world. By teaching students about the role of the 
environment as an important national resource, we can prepare them to take on critical 
issues – energy conservation, air pollution, climate change, wildlife protection – and 
become better stewards of the earth.

The No Child Left Inside Act (H.R. 3036), passed by the House on September 18, 2008 
by a 293-109 vote, will help take environmental education into the 21st Century by 
improving existing federal environmental education programs. 

Specifi cally the legislation would:
Help schools and states enhance and expand environmental education� 
Extends the National Environmental Education Act of 1990 (NEEA), which � 
provides funding for teacher training and support programs. 
Helps states develop and implement state academic content standards, � 
student academic achievement standards, and state curriculum frameworks in 
environmental education. 
Encourages the development of outdoor environmental education activities as a � 
regular part of the curriculum. 
Place qualifi ed, expert teachers in the nation’s classrooms � 
Creates opportunities for ongoing professional development for teachers such as � 
distance learning programs and summer workshops. 
Gives more people a stake in creating the next generation of environmentally � 
conscious students by connecting teachers and professionals from environmental 
fi elds. 
Encourages mid-career professionals in environmental fi elds to pursue careers in � 
environmental education. 
Strengthen and develop environmental literacy plans � 
Creates the National Capacity Environmental Education Grant Program � 
(NCEEG), competitive grants that are awarded to non-profi ts, state and local 
education agencies, and institutions of higher education to create and strengthen 
state environmental literacy plans. Funds could also be used to conduct 
studies on effective teaching models for environmental education, replicate or 
disseminate information about proven model environmental education programs, 
and develop methods to increase the number of K-12 environmental educators.

Contact Information: Visit website(s)
Website: http://edlabor.house.gov/issues/ncli.shtml

http://www.cbf.org/site/PageServer?pagename=act_sub_actioncenter_federal_nclb
Funding Source Background



After School Archery 
Program

The National Field Archery Association and the National Association for the Development 
of archery has created an archery program for recreation centers, parks and clubs called 
After School Archery Program (ASAP). There are grants being offered for this program. 
If a recreation center or park in your area would like to incorporate this program into their 
area programming please refer them to the website for further information. The ASAP grant 
will provide funding for qualifi ed agencies.  Grant funding may be used towards equipment, 
education materials, staff training and resource materials.  NADA will support staff training, 
where possible, by connecting local certifi ed instructors with qualifi ed grantees. 

Agencies and organizations with new and existing archery programs are encouraged to apply. 
Through the ASAP program, agencies/organizations can provide greater opportunities to engage 
youth ages 5-18 in the fundamentals of archery.  Note: Grants open in the fall of the year.

Contact Information: National Alliance for the Development of Archery, NADA
25145 NW 8th Place, Suite 60, Newberry, FL  32669
Phone: (352) 472-2388  Fax: (352) 472-2375  fax

Website: http://www.afterschoolarchery.com

Funding Source Background

Saucony Run For Good 
Foundation

Established to help end childhood obesity by providing fi nancial support to nonprofi ts 
that support children's running and fi tness programs, the Saucony Run For Good 
Foundation accepts applications for its grant program. Grants are open to nonprofi t 
organizations that initiate and support running and fi tness programs for kids. Eligible 
applicants are programs whose participants are 18 years of age or less, have 501(c)(3) 
status, and can demonstrate that their program positively impacts the lives of participants 
through their increased participation in running. Grants are in amounts up to a maximum 
of $10,000. Visit the Saucony Run for good website for an application and further details.

Contact Information: Visit website
Website: http://www.sauconyrunforgood.com/

Funding Source Background

 Bayer Advanced
"Grow Together with Roses" 
School Garden Awards

Rose gardens provide a beautiful and peaceful space to bring people together, fostering 
community spirit and positive relationships. Believing in the power of roses, the Bayer 
Advanced "Grow Together with Roses" School Garden Award, will help 25 schools 
establish rose gardens designed to nurture peaceful relations and instill a strong sense of 
community. Garden programs will be selected based on plans to integrate these goals and 
involve members of their community. 

Who is eligible to apply: School and community organizations across the United States 
that plan to garden with at least 15 children between the ages of 3 and 18. Employees of the 
National Gardening Association and its sponsors are ineligible to apply.

What the award includes: In past years, 25 school gardens each received a selection of 
10 rose bushes from All-America Rose Selections (AARS), and educational materials, 
including rose planting and maintenance information from NGA, the AARS rose 
documentary, "Love at First Sight," and the book Roses for Dummies.
Submission process: Visit website for further information and to download an application.

Contact Information: Visit website
Website: http://www.kidsgardening.org/grants/rosegrant.asp
Funding Source Background



Sponsored by: 

In conjunction with: 

When children and teens explore how to grow plants hydroponically (without soil), 
fruitful questions bloom, and these questions can lead to active investigations and 
problem solving. These studies may even lead to classroom business opportunities or 
fuel student career interests. Not the least of the benefi ts is the joy of students harvesting 
a crop of their own incredible edibles or bounteous blossoms! 

The Grow Store and ProgressiveGardening.org join NGA to offer these grants to expand 
these exciting learning opportunities for students. 

Wondering if a hydroponic unit is right for your classroom? Check out the descriptions 
of equipment packages, including component specs and classroom activity suggestions 
on the web site: 

Eligibility requirements: 
Schools and youth organizations must plan to engage in a hydroponics project with 1. 
at least 15 children between the ages of 6 and 18 during the given school year. 
You must verify that your facility can accommodate the equipment in the 2. 
award packages available for your age group. Please check the web site to view 
the specifi cations for a) electrical load, b) light support, and c) dimensions of 
hydroponics equipment. Click on the link for your grade level for equipment 
specifi cations.

Award Packages – 36 schools will each receive:
hydroponic garden systems and indoor light systems (high-intensity discharge or � 
compact fl uorescent). See links above for equipment package descriptions.
curricula and reference books (Gardening Indoors: The Indoor Gardener's Bible, � 
plus NGA's Growing Ventures: Starting a School Garden Business; GrowLab: 
A Complete Guide to Growing in the Classroom; and GrowLab: Activities for 
Growing Minds.) 

Contact Information: Visit website
Website: http://www.kidsgardening.com/grants/HOH.asp
Funding Source Background



Healthy Sprouts Awards - 
Supporting Awareness of 
Nutrition and Hunger

Agency: National Gardening 
Association and Gardner’s 
Supply Company

Statistics show that in many U.S. classrooms you'll fi nd children who are overweight 
sitting next to others wondering where their next meal will come from; many are 
not getting the right balance of nutrients in their diets or enough exercise. Research 
conducted at Texas A&M University supports the connection between kids' food gardens 
and improved nutrition. Could a school garden be part of the solution to the diet- and 
exercise-related challenges children face? Many forward-thinking educators and parents 
think so, and have worked to create youth garden programs that focus on nutrition and 
hunger issues.

As a way to encourage the growth of health-focused youth gardens, NGA recognizes 
outstanding programs via the Healthy Sprouts Awards, sponsored by Gardener's Supply 
Company. These awards support school and youth garden programs that teach about 
nutrition and the issue of hunger in the United States.

Eligibility and Application Process:
To be eligible for the Healthy Sprouts Awards, your school or organization must plan to 
garden in coming year after the grant opens, with at least 15 children between the ages 
of 3 and 18. The selection of winners is based on the demonstrated relationship between 
the garden program and nutrition and hunger issues in the United States. (See website for 
details)

Each program will receive:
gift certifi cates towards the purchase of gardening materials from our sponsoring � 
company, Gardener's Supply Company. The top 5 will each receive a certifi cate 
valued at $500; 15 more will each receive a $200 gift certifi cate
NGA's Eat a Rainbow Kit, chock full of engaging taste education and nutrition � 
lessons 
25 packets of seeds � 
a literature package from NGA� 

Contact Information: Visit website
Website: http://www.kidsgardening.com/healthysprouts.asp
Funding Source Background



  

Youth Garden Grants 
Program

Agency: National Gardening 
Association and The Home 
Depot

NGA awards Youth Garden Grants to schools and community organizations with child-
centered garden programs. In evaluating grant applications, priority will be given to 
programs that emphasize one or more of these elements:

educational focus or curricular/program integration � 
nutrition or plant-to-food connections � 
environmental awareness/education � 
entrepreneurship � 
social aspects of gardening such as leadership development, team building, � 
community support, or service-learning. 

Who should apply: Schools, youth groups, community centers, camps, clubs, treatment 
facilities, and intergenerational groups throughout the United States are eligible. 
Applicants must plan to garden with at least 15 children between the ages of 3 and 
18 years. Previous Youth Garden Grant winners who wish to reapply may do so, but 
must wait one year (e.g., if you won in 2008, you can apply again in 2010) and have 
signifi cantly expanded their garden programs. 

Past grant packages have been awarded in the past as follows: 
Five (5)�  programs will receive gift cards valued at $1000 (a $500 gift card* to 
The Home Depot and a $500 gift card to the Gardening with Kids catalog and 
store) and educational materials from NGA
Seventy (70)�  programs will receive a $500 gift card* to The Home Depot and 
educational materials from NGA
Fifty (50) programs will receive a $250 gift card* to The Home Depot and � 
educational materials from NGA *Note: Home Depot gift cards must be used in 
person at Home Depot 

Contact Information: Visit website
Website: http://www.kidsgardening.com/YGG.asp

Funding Source Background

Agency: U.S. Department of 
Education

The Department offers several kinds of educational grants for those interested in 
pursuing college. These grants could help a student become a park and recreation 
professional.

Grants offered:
grants to help students attend college. Students can use the Free Application for � 
Federal Student Aid to apply for Pell Grants and other aid for college. 
formula grants to agencies using formulas determined by Congress. There is no � 
application process. 
discretionary grants to organizations, agencies, and individuals. These are  � 
awarded using a competitive process. Anyone who meets the eligibility 
requirements can apply. 

Discretionary grants are what people usually have in mind when thinking about applying 
for a grant from the Department. The remainder of this page is devoted to discretionary 
grants and the questions people often ask. These grants could help a student become a 
park and recreation professional. (Visit the web site for further information.)

Contact Information: Visit website
Website: http://www.ed.gov/nclb/landing.jhtml?src=pb
Funding Source Background



For The Good Of The Game 
Grants

Sponsored by: The United 
States Golf Association 
(USGA)

The United States Golf Association (USGA) awards grants through the "For the Good 
of the Game" Grants Program in an effort to make golf more affordable and accessible. 
This annual initiative focuses on positively impacting young people (minorities, girls, 
economically disadvantaged, and others with limited access to the game of golf) 
and individuals with disabilities through instructional programming and golf facility 
construction projects, as well as on caddie and other work-based programs. The USGA 
seeks to support programs that have a specifi c business plan, which eventually will result 
in self-suffi ciency, with an emphasis on local support. Application deadline, guidelines 
and forms are available on the USGA website. 

Contact Information: Visit website
Website: http://www.usga.org/aboutus/foundation/grants/grants.html

Funding Source Background

 

Sponsored by: Baseball 
Tomorrow Fund

A joint initiative between Major League Baseball and the Major League Baseball Players 
Association. The mission of the Baseball Tomorrow Fund is to promote and enhance the 
growth of baseball in the United States, Canada, and throughout the world by funding 
programs, fi elds, and equipment purchases to encourage and maintain youth participation 
in the game. Grants from the Baseball Tomorrow Fund are designed to be suffi ciently 
fl exible to enable applicants to address needs unique to their communities. The funds 
may be used to fi nance a new program, expand or improve an existing program, 
undertake a new collaborative effort, or obtain facilities or equipment necessary for 
youth baseball or softball programs. The Baseball Tomorrow Fund is intended to provide 
funding for incremental programming and facilities for youth baseball and not as a 
substitute for existing funding or fundraising activities or to provide routine or recurring 
operating costs or funding for construction or maintenance of buildings. The Baseball 
Tomorrow Fund supports equal opportunity in its grant making. The opportunities that 
prospective grantee organizations provide for minorities and women will be considered 
in evaluating proposals. Grant proposals are considered on a quarterly basis.

Contact Information: 245 Park Avenue, New York, NY 10167
Website: www.baseballtomorrowfund.com
Funding Source Background

Sponsored by: U.S. Soccer 
Foundation

The Foundation's Grants Program is open to anyone with a soccer-specifi c program or project 
that benefi ts a not-for-profi t purpose. A complete list of guidelines for the Foundation's Grants 
Program can be obtained by reviewing the instructions section of the grant application.

The United States Soccer Foundation, Inc. is a not-for-profi t corporation qualifi ed under 
Section 501 (c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code. Earnings from the permanent endowment 
fund of the Foundation are the source for grants made by the Foundation for worthy soccer 
projects. The Foundation awards grants to governing bodies, having awarded approximately 
$17,000,000 in grants during its fi rst nine years of operation. The Foundation commences 
its grant process in the fall and announces the recipients each spring. The following, listed in 
prioritized order, have been established to fund innovative and creative programs:

Ethnic, minority, and economically disadvantaged players� 
Player and coach development� 
Referee development� 
Field development� 

Contact Information: US Soccer Foundation, 1050 17th Street, NW, Suite 210,
Washington, DC 20036, Attn: Grants Department



Website: www.ussoccerfoundation.org - Grant Applications may be fi led electronically ONLY at 
the Foundation's website

Funding Source Background

21st Century Community 
Learning Centers Program

Agency: U.S. Department of 
Education

Program Goals: This program was authorized by Congress to award grants to rural and 
inner-city public schools, or consortia of such schools, to plan, implement, or expand projects 
that address the education, health, social services, cultural, and recreational needs of the 
community.

Program Restrictions: School Districts must collaborate with an outside entity, such as 
another public agency or non-profi t organization 

Use of Funds or Support: Applications must address four of the following program 
activities: literacy education programs; senior citizen programs; children's day care services; 
integrated education; health, social service, recreational or cultural programs; summer and 
weekend school programs in conjunction with recreation programs; nutrition and health 
programs; expanded library service hours to serve community needs; telecommunications 
and technology education programs for individuals of all ages; parenting skills education 
programs; support and training for child day care providers; employment counseling, training, 
and placement; services for individuals who leave before graduating from secondary school, 
regardless of age of such individual; services for individuals with disabilities.

Contact Information: 21st Century Community Learning Centers, Attn: CFDA 84.287, U.S.
Department of Education Application Control Center, Regional Offi ce Building 3, Room 
36337th & D Streets, SW, Washington, DC 20202-4725
Phone: 1-800-USA-LEARN

Website: www.ed.gov/21stcclc

Funding Source Background

Community Conservation 
Partnerships Programs

Agency: Department of 
Conservation and Natural 
Resources (DCNR)

Program Goals: To develop and sustain partnerships with communities, nonprofi ts and 
other organizations for recreation and conservation projects and purposes. The Bureau of 
Recreation and Conservation is responsible for fostering, facilitating and nurturing the 
great majority of these Partnerships through technical assistance and grant funding from 
the Community Conservation Partnerships Programs.

Program Restrictions: See DCNR grant application manual for the Community 
Conservation Partnerships Program, as program restrictions vary by type.

Use of Funds: 
Planning and Technical Assistance: Comprehensive Recreation, Parks, and Open 1. 
Space Plans; County Natural Area Inventories; Feasibility Studies; Greenways and 
Trails Plans; Rails-to-Trails Plans; Master Site Plans; River Conservation Plans; 
Education and Training; Peer-to-Peer Consultation and Circuit Riders (temporary 
employment of a full-time Park and Recreation Practitioner);
Acquisition Projects: Park and Recreation Areas; Greenways, Trails, and Rivers 2. 
Conservation; Rails-to-Trails; Natural and Critical Habitat Areas;
Development Projects: Park and Recreation Areas; Park Rehabilitation and 3. 
Development; Small Community Development; Greenways and Trails; Rails-
to-Trails; Rivers Conservation; Federally Funded Projects; Lands and Water 
Conservation Fund (LWCF) Projects; Pennsylvania Recreational Trails.



Contact Information: Kim McCullough, PA DCNR, Northwest Region Field Offi ce, 230 Chestnut Street, 
Meadville, PA 16335
Phone: (814) 332-6190

Website: http://www.dcnr.state.pa.us

Funding Source Background

Conservation Reserve 
Program (CRP)

Agency: Natural Resources 
Conservation Service

Program Goals: Designed to reduce erosion on sensitive lands, CRP also improves soil 
and water, and provides signifi cant wildlife habitat.

Program Restrictions: Applications are for 10 and 15 year contracts.

Use of Funds or Support: The CRP offers annual rental payments, incentive payments 
for certain activities, and cost-share assistance to establish approved groundcover on 
eligible cropland.

Contact Information: RR#12, Box 202 C, Greensburg, PA 15601-9271
Phone: (724) 834-9063 ext. 3 Fax: (724) 837-4127

Website: www.pa.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/
Funding Source Background

Kodak American Greenways 
Awards Program

Agency: The Conservation 
Fund and Eastman Kodak 
Company

Program Goals: Provide seed money to stimulate greenway planning and design. 
Supports pioneering work in linking the nation's natural areas, historic sites, parks, and 
open space.

Program Restrictions: Grant recipients are selected according to criteria that include: 
importance of the project to local greenway development efforts; demonstrated 
community support for the project; extent to which the grant will result in matching 
funds or other support from public or private sources; likelihood of tangible results; 
capacity of the organization to complete the project.

Use of Funds or Support: Planning, Implementation
Contact Information: Leigh Anne McDonald, American Greenways Coordinator, The

Conservation Fund, 1800 North Kent Street, Suite 1120, Arlington, VA 22209
Phone: (703) 525-6300 email: lmcdonald@conservationfund.org

Website: http://www.conservationfund.org/node/245

Funding Source Background

Wal-Mart - Good Works

Agency: Wal-Mart 
Foundation

Program Goals: Allows local non-profi t organizations to hold fundraisers at their local 
Wal-Mart or Sam's Club. Wal-Mart and Sam's Club can elect to match a portion of the 
funds collected, up to $1,000. Events held on the premises are eligible for funding when 
a Wal-Mart or Sam's Club Associate is actively involved in the event. Additionally, once 
the Wal-Mart or Sam's Club Associate has met certain criteria in the Matching Grant 
Program each year, a second source of funding is awarded to the store / club to use in the 
community. These funds do not require a fundraiser to be held, instead the funds can be 
awarded directly to a deserving organization.

Program Restrictions: Organizations that may qualify to receive funding through the 
Matching Grant Program are 501(c)(3) non-profi t organizations or organizations that are 
exempt from needing 501(c)(3) status, such as public schools, faith-based institutions 
such as churches (must be conducting a project that benefi ts the community at large), and 
government agencies.

Use of Funds or Support: Community Improvement Projects. 



Contact Information: Community Involvement Coordinator at your local Wal-Mart or Sam's Club store.
Website: www.walmartfoundation.org/wmstore/goodworks

Funding Source Background

Lowe's Charitable and 
Educational Foundation

Program Goals: Education. Community improvement projects such as projects at parks 
and other public areas, housing for underprivileged and innovative environmental issues.

Program Restrictions: Organizations that may qualify to receive funding through the 
Matching Grant Program are 501(c)(3) non-profi t organizations.

Contact Information: The Foundation only accepts grant applications submitted online through the website.
Website: http://www.easy2.com/cm/lowe/foundation/intro.asp

FUNDING RESEARCH TOOLS

Funding Source Background

The Foundation Center

The Foundation Center is the most authoritative source of information on private 
philanthropy in the United States. The Center helps grant seekers, grant makers, 
researchers, policymakers, the media, and the general public better understand the fi eld 
of philanthropy. The web site is designed to guide you quickly to the information you 
are looking for—instruction on funding research, help with proposal writing, tools for 
locating prospective funders, news and research on the fi eld, or a library or training class 
near you. The site prepares individuals, nonprofi t organizations, and others, to seek out 
and identify potential sources of foundation support.

Contact Information: Visit website
Website: http://foundationcenter.org/




