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intr oduction

TheVenango County Planning Commission (VCPC) walgbrary of publications and data used by the Commission in

created in 1961 and consisted of a nine-member boardcalnying out its responsibilities which is available for use by

2005 the/CPC became théenango County Regional other agencies and individuals.

Planning Commission consisting of a fifteen-member board

comprised of County residents, elected members, and THre¥enango County Regional Planning Commission

members of the area COGAIl members are appointed bgoordinates its &brts with local and regional planning

the County Commissioner§he Commission employs a organizations.The County Commissioners serve on the

staf of three to carry out the administrative and technicBlorthwest Pennsylvania Regional Planning and

responsibilitiesThe responsibilities include Countywide Development Commission, which includes representation

comprehensive and functional planning such as Housintypm Clarion, Crawford, Erie, Forest, Lawrence, Mercer

Recreation, SolitlVaste and Land Us&he Commission Venango antlVarren CountiesThe Commission is a

also compiles and analyzes information about County member of both the Pennsylvania &mderican Planning

characteristics and trends for use in evaluating proposédssociationsThe Planning Commissiagfunctions and

activities and projects and in preparing studies and plamesponsibilities are governed bta& Law primarily the
Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning Code, which provides

Technical assistance is provided to county and local for the creation, funding and operation of planning

agencies on numerous matters including planning, zoniegmmissions at the discretion of each municipal or county

subdivision and developmenthe Commission administeg®vernment.

the County Subdivision and Land Development Ordinance,

which requires that plans for subdividing land or engaging

in minor land development be reviewed and approved by

the CommissionThe Planning Commission maintains a

Venango C ounty Bo ard of C ommissioners Venango C ounty Region al Planning
Susan M. Smith, Chairperson Commission Dep ar tment

Larry E. HornVice Chairman Judith Downs, Executive Director
Gary R, Hutchison Debra FrawleyPlanner Il

Christina lynn Moss, Planner |
Chad Kline, GIS Intern (Summer 2006)
Sarah Mellring, Planning Intern (Summer 2006)
Al Wodzianski, PE, Engineer

Venango C ounty region al Planning C  ommission bo ard

Susan Hileman, Chairperson Debbra Kapp, Oaklantbwnship Fred Krizinsky Oil Region COG
WarrenThomasyice Chairman GarnetWood, City of Franklin Wally Stearns, Barkeyville Borough
Marc Rickard, Secretaryf&asurer Ken Garlandyictory Township Kirk Anna, Sugarcreek Borough
Terry Ray CranberryTownship Jef Langworthy Oil CreekArea COG Sonja Hawkins, City of Oil City

Mary Ann Caton, Pleasantville Borough Dan Kaylor Southeri/enango COG Neil McElwee, City of Oil City

Venango C ounty Region al Planning C  ommission C ommit tees
Executive Committee, Susan Hileman, Chair
Plan Review Committe, Ken Garland, Chair
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Community Development Committee, Magn Caton, Chair
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VCRPC 2006 Pr ojects

Stormw ater Man agement Plan ———

.| The consulting firm of HR@nc. was engaged to complg-
a Phase | stormwater management planMenangg
County Phase | plans result in the development of a de
scope of work and cost estimate for completion of a HEEses

~ |funding to complete the Plam Storm WaterAdvisory -
= Committee is in place with representation from all off
County’s municipalities and other interested agencieg

Natural Herit age Invent ory ——

Venango County agreed to participate in the County Natural Heritage Invéiiesg inventories are biological inventories
of some of the most ecologically interesting habitats of Pennsylsauainties. Biologists with thwestern Pennsylvania
Conservancyworking through the Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and Natural Resources, began the iny
in the Fall of 2006.The work is expected to occur over a two year period. Inventories are designed to inform the res
about their living heritage and give us the tools to use in planning the future of our communities.

—— Community devel opment bl

ock grant —

Projects completed in 2006
Clintonville Head &art
Clintonville Water
Frenchcreek Sewer
Cornplanter Sewer

—— Afford able Housing ——

An upper story dbrdable housing trust project at t
“Sheasley” building in Franklin was started in 2006e
project involved a public/private partnership with fundi@
from the CountysAct 137 fund, a DCED grant, the City
Franklin and the private property ownefwo vacant
apartment units will be available to rent with a five y
affordability term.
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VCRPC 2006 Pr ojects
Recy cling and Solid W aste

A technical assistance study for dropretycling bins conducted in 2005 resulted ir
the addition of two drop-6bflocations added in 2006. Cornplanter and Cranber
Townships added drop{dbins that have proven to be very successful in 200t
following map shows the current (red) and proposed (black) drolpcditions
throughout the county as a result of the stédyadditional proposed location outside
of the study is shown in greewe look forward to working with municipalities in the
future to place additional dropfdbcations and make recycling convenientfenango
Count residentsA second study will be completed in 2007 to asess the possibility
curbside recycling ienango County Boroughs.

On September 23, 2006nango County held a Household Hazardbaste Event.
The event was held at the Cranberry Mall which helped the event to be very succe
At the close of the event, Environmental Enterprises, Inc. had collected 32,739 po
of hazardous materials frovienango County ResideniBheVenango County Regional
Planning Commission looks forward to holding this event again in 2008.

—— QOil Creek St ate Park Cleanup E—

In April, 2006, thevenango County Regional Planning Commission held an Earth Day cleanup at Oil @ted¥agk.
The cleanup was setup through the geocaching website and resulted with 38 attendants removing five truckloads
from a well used trail.

Comments from attendants (listed as their geocaching screen name):

What a great CID eventThe dump we cleaned up looks awesome now! It took about 5 pick-up trucks to haul it all a
The hikers and cross country skiers that use the trail really appreciate it too! -Mooch and Earl

Glad to have helped clean up the woods. Since | do plenty of hiking in all kinds of areas | feel like giving something
the environment like getting trash out where it dogsefong.Thanks for a well @ranized and informative event.
-Dave w/o id

Oh boy! I'd participated in other CO events, but washprepared for this. ' amazing (and a shame) what people wil
dump in the wood# lot of junk was moved out and thejoodAfter returning to the pavilion and picking up composter
('m so glad to have a bin instead of an open pile now) we went out to cache. -Meriadoc2003

For more information on geocaching or to see more comments from participants, please vigéagaghing.com.

VCRPC 2006 Annual Repor 't ~5~



Souther n Ven ango C ounty

Once the draft plan is completed, it will be

available for public review and comment as well ps

to surrounding municipalitiesThen the

participating communities will adopt the plan and

begin implementation.

Community visioning is continuing and becoming

more specific to areas within the region.

Region al C omprehensive Plan Pr oject

The “Southern Project” is drawing to a close with a completion date «
June 30, 2007. PashAksociates, a consulting firm from Pittsghr
has been contracted to assist in the completion of this Comprehens
Plan project. The VCRPC have completed or will complete several
components of the project — visioning sessions, background studie
mapping and draft plan sections. Landscape architects will assist w
plan completion in 2007.

VCRPC will continue to finalize information to complete the
statement: “Where are they now?” Plan preparation will continue to
answer the questions: “Where do they want to go?” and “How are
they going to get there?”
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More than 30 citizens and state and locht@fls congregated in Emlent@anCrawford Center ohhursdaySeptember 21,
2006 for the first day of a community workshop focused on turning Emlenton and §axtauiTrail Towns.” The two-
day workshopEmlenton and Foxbug, PA - Life after Oil - Dward a Renaissance of Former Oil Booowhs” helped
officials and citizens explore ways of turning liabilities into community assets. Speakers included representatives fi
Department of Conservation and Natural Resources, Oil Radiance, The Delta Group, Rails-tofdils Conservancy
and local historians and electedi@éls.

The workshop focused on three key elemests:

Identify ways to complete the regional rail-trail network (key elements include completion of the trail from the Rocl
Tunnel 6 miles north of Emlenton through the old refinery into the downtown, and dotetiigeny River on to
Pittsbugh).

Define next steps for identifying beneficial re-uses of the now vacant 40 acre site of the former Honeywell refinery

Create a plan for a downtown revitalization using the Maeebmodel, building on the t&il Towns” concept now being
used in similar communities in southwestern and northeast Pennsylvania.

A regional approach: The towns of Emlenton, FoxlgirParker and tSPetersbug
are banding together to form a regional Maire& Program. Each community hias
formed a volunteer committee; a regional Board has been forfiled.goal is to
develop a five-year plan of action and hire a Regional M#&i@eScoordinator tqg
implement each communityplan. This marks the beginning of formal cooperatjve
efforts across county lines between Clarion ¥adangaCounties.

The workshop was ganized by Emlenton and FoxigiBoroughs, thalleghenyValley
TrailsAssociationVYenango County Regional Planning Commission and the Natjonal
Park Service River3yrails and Conservatiokssistance Program.
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VCRPC 2006 Pr ojects

2006 Subdivisions in Review
There were 100 Subdivision reviewed and approved in 200BRPC staffin 23 Municipalities.

—— 2006 Major Land Devel opment Reviews ——
Tractor Supply Company
Holiday Inn Express
Team Hardinger
Hawbaker
Hosss Seak House

Subdivision and SALDO training for municip al officials, sur vey ors, permit issuers

What is a subdivision? How does a municipality issublia Denny Puko of the Governar Center for Local
building permit without a Parcel #%hen new residentialGovernment Services explained the reasons for having
lots are created, who isfafted? (municipality?, schoolSALDO and how it relates to each of our counfjces and
emepgency services?, county tax base?) municipalities. He also listened and answered questions ab
the SALDO and what role each of us plays.
These are just a few of the questions that have come to the
VCRPC recently Municipal oficials and their assigned heVenango County Regional Planning Commission woul
personnel who issue building permits, surveyors and coliketo work more closely with the surveyors, municipalities
personnel were invited to attend a discussion concerningtiteother county &ites. With all of us “on the same page”,
County Subdivision and Land Development Ordinaribe process will become simpler and morigcieint. The
(SALDO). The entire process was discussed from surveyanyl use decisions occurring at all levels of the county wi
to assessment to mapping and the role of planning in lanavask together to makéenango County a destination to live,
decisions. work and play
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VCRPC 2006 Pr ojects

County -wide Recrea tion Plan ——

Venango County has an opportunity to create a plan of action t
will benefit a wide range of groups,ganizations, leadership,
businesses and the citizens of the aWah funding from the R
Department of Conservation and Natural Resources (DCNF
Recreation, Parks and Open Space ianango CountyA plan
for attractive, livable communities, a healthyigh quality of
life and related economic developmenitll be created. A
Community Conservation Partnerships Program grant has be
received from DCNR in the amount of $50,000. Local fundin
sources will match that amount. Project work will begin in th
summer of 2007.

Venango County seeks to assess the entire range of activit
relationships, interactions and opportunities currently availabl
planned for and still needed to meet the recreation needs of th

residents and visitors as well as the resources needed by the proMmensission of the park and recreation servic
providers throughoenango County is to provide opportunities that guarantee every resident quality recreation exper
consistent with their needs and interests.

Municip al Recrea tion Pr ojects

TheVCRPC is assisting several municipalities with project planning and obtaining information for grant applicatic
DCNR. Meetings and site tours were arranged for municip@iad$, volunteers and the DCNR Regional Park an
Recreatiordvisor, Kim McCullough.Additional meetings are planned.

Ms. McCullough is encouraging projects in Northwestern Pennsylvania which has been under represented in the apg
in the last several years. Current planned projects include: Boroughoamaship park site development
plans such as:

Playgrounds

Tennis courts/skate parks

ADA accessibility to facilities

Little League ball field and recreation complex
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Geographic informa tion system (GIS)

TheVenango County Regional Planning Commission utilizes GIS mapping capabilities to graphically demonstrate
planning impactsThe following mapping projects were undertaken either in house or with the assistance of the
Countys GIS coordinator:

Southern Regional Comprehensive Plan Documents

Venango County Bus Routes

Clean and Green Parcels

Agricultural SecurityAreas

Existing Land Use

Section 8 Housing Units

Bike Trails and Points of Interest
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